MARQUETTE

2011 Tree Sale a Success!

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Conservation News

After the anticipation of
having trees on order from
various nurseries for over
nine months, we finally wit-
nessed the 2011 Tree Sale
take place. The Marquette
Board of Light and Power
served as the perfect venue
once again and we

can’'t thanfy
enough for their \
generosity!

A huge thank you also goes
out to Richard Erickson and
his family for picking up the
nursery orders and deliver-
ing them right to our door
on the Monday of Tree Sale
week. With the much-
needed assistance of UP
Whitetails, we spent the
morning helping Richard
unload his truck, eager to
take a peak inside the boxes
at the plants. Once the
truck was unloaded, the
afternoon filled up quickly
with assuring all the material

was present and organized
for our volunteers the fol-
lowing day.

Our volunteers worked tire-
lessly and with huge smiles
on their faces as they
packed over 20,000 trees
and shrubs (with utmost
carel) in sphagnum moss
and nursery paper. Once
everything was bundled,
orders were put together
and alphabetized for ease of
pick-up. A sigh of relief
escaped our mouths when
the last order was packed.

Distribution went smoothly
this year with several volun-
teers serving

for gathering orders. Sarah,

2010 Poster Contest Winner

as

our wonderful intern, set up
the MCCD store and sold
extra plants and books to
the customers while they
waited for their order. We
are happy to say that all the
leftover plants found loving
homes!

Though it feels as if we just
closed the books on tree
sale for this year, it is al-
most time to think about
next year’
hardest to offer a variety of
plants to meet
needs and welcome your
comments and suggestions.
You can email Jaime at
Jaime.Beranek@mi.nacdnet.
net or give the office a call.
See you at the 2012 Tree
Sale!

s sale!

Nicole Usher, a seventh
grader at Wells Township
school won the Marquette
County Conservation Dis-
trict (MCCD) county prize
for the “2010

Habits=Healthy
poster contest. The MCCD
staff of the voted to award
Nicole the top prize in Mar-

quette County for her en-
try. Nicole's poster was
then entered into the state
poster contest and was
awarded First Prize in her
age division. The 2010
winning entry was awarded
cash prizes at the local and
state level and has been
sent to national contest for

the National Association of
Conservation -
Districts  for
consideration.
Congratula-
tions Nicole!
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2 Sarah Chase and Jameson Robarge joined
us this spring to assist with various pro-
jects. From helping out at tree sale to pull-
2 ing garlic mustard, from updating mailing
lists to just being awesome, we want to
thank them for all their hard work!

We

every



Site Preparation for Success

by Gary Bucklin, MCCD Forester

Though summer i s just
not too early to begin planning fall food
plots or preparing
tree plantings and woodlot timber stand
improvement.

For fall food plots it is beneficial to get
started now. This can
hogging” the area that
After this, soil samples should be taken
and lime and/or fertilizer applied accord-
ing to sample recommendations. This can
be done through the MSU Extension or
your local grain companies.

The next step is to kill existing vegetation.
Depending on what vegetation is present,
Roundup can be applied per label instruc-
tions any time after July 1%, This prepares
the land for seeding around August 1°.
Again, depending on soil sample results,

Out and About!

g e lime or fertilizer may be applied prior to

working the ground before seeding the

si t e tdesired food plot crop.

This same procedure is an excellent
preparation for a spring tree or shrub
planting. After the area is sprayed, the

b ¢ ground is worked up and then seeded to
y oats at two bushels per acre. This is done

around August 1% and with that the re-
sults are generally a good food plot for the
fall.

During the winter the oats die off, leaving
a good mulch and weed barrier for the
coming spring planting. Seedlings then
can be planted in this mulch with no fur-

ther weed control. Most of the time, this is
good for one, possibly two years of weed
control.

In woodlot management you can promote
“Crop Tree Management

| mprovement” by thinni
This also improves wildlife habitat as new
seedling growth starts along with added
growth to the stand.

In many cases when doing the thinning
you could receive cost share funds along
with tree and shrub planting through the
National Resource Conservation Service
(NCRS) through either the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) or Wild-
life Habitat Improvement Program
(WHIP). Please contact our office for addi-
tional information or visit our website at
www.marquettecd.org.

This spring has proven to be a busy season
for us! We have been out and about staff-
ing booths and putting on workshops for
the community. Our kick-off was the
Builder’'s Show -6th wivaer weh
shared program information and upcoming
events with attendees. Immediately fol-
l owing the Builder’'s
down to Lansing to attend the Wildflower
Association of Michigan Conference where
she met fellow native plant enthusiasts,

Soil Erosion Program

By Hampton Waring, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Officer

Show

was introduced to more nurseries, and
brought home helpful educational re-
sources.

4I\tflaﬁch and April brought many opportuni-

ties to present workshops to the public.
We were happy to share our knowledge of
Enva&i\éei sl[%eeciest ‘Q’,itg‘ ktheaChc%c?I?y Garden
Club and the Marquette Township Igeautifi-
cation Committee. A small gathering for
our tree sale workshop allowed us to an-
swer lots of individual questions. Our tree

pruning workshop brought over sixty peo-
ple to watch Jim Isleib from MSU Extension
masterfully prune an apple tree. Jim also
shared lots of helpful information on prun-
ing other fruit trees as well. Finally, Jaime
attended the Aspen
night to distribute red pine seedlings to
children and their families.

We are looking forward to a busy
summer and hope to see you out
and about!

e

Soil erosion is a naturally occurring process
on all land, but it has been increased dra-
matically by human land use, especially
industrial agriculture, deforestation, and
urban sprawl. The agents of soil erosion
are water and wind, each contributing a
significant amount of soil loss each year in
Michigan, resulting in millions of dollars lost
in agricultural production, fish habitat, and
degradation of recreational areas.

MCCD administers the Soil Erosion Program
(Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation

Control) of Public Act 451, the Natural
Resources and Environmental Protection
Act, of 1994, as amended) for Marquette
County. Our primary purpose is to review
soil erosion permit applications, issue the
Part 91 permit, and conduct site visits to
ensure compliance with the permit condi-
tions. Our secondary purpose, in keeping
with Conservation District goals, is educa-
tion and assistance with soil issues.

A Soil Erosion Control Permit is required for
earth disturbances within 500 feet of a lake

or stream or for earth disturbances that are
one acre (43,560 sq. ft.) or more in surface
area, regardless of the location. Several
exemptions to the permit requirements
exist, so, if you have any question about
whether your project requires a permit, or
need assistance in filling out the permit
application, please contact our office. If
you see a site eroding or if it appears to
have the potential for allowing soils or
sediments to enter a lake or stream, or
wash onto an adjoining
erty, call 226-2461 ext. 130 or 362-2259.
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Garlic Mustard Update

\Q'"L

ervention Team of the UP!

Rapid Respon: vasive Pla

In partnership with the Upper Peninsula
Resource Conservation and Development
Council (UP RC&D) and other conservation
districts throughout the UP, we are battling
invasive species! RRIP-IT-UP, or Rapid
Response Invasive Plant Intervention Team
of the UP, is funded in part by a grant from
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

For the 2011 field season, we have identi-
fied Garlic Mustard as a priority and have
been taking part in the Stewardship Net-
wor k' s Garlic

Mustar dget- we

Dut chmanéds
native wildflower, com-
¥ petes for space with
i Garlic Mustard

(www.stewardshipnetwork.org) We have
been identifying high priority sites, using
GPS to map the locations, gathering volun-
teers to pull the plants, and reporting the
pulls to the Stewardship Network.

In late May we presented lessons on Garlic
Mustard to 50 fourth graders from KI Saw-
yer Elementary School in Gwinn. We then
traveled to the Iron Ore Heritage Trail in
Negaunee to pull Garlic Mustard. The high-
light of the afternoon was when a 4th
grader shouted, “Bring
found the

al

mot herl oc¢

ternoon, we pulled over 350 gallons of

Breeche SarlicMustard! Thank you 4th graders!

We also want to thank students from
Northstar Academy for working in Shiras
Hills, Father Marquette Schools for adopt-
ing a neighborhood site on Northern Michi-
gan University’'s
Tree Institute for working at the River Park
Sport’s Compl ex. We
you!

4th  graders from  KI

Sawyer Elementary
School have fun pulling
Garlic Mustard!

Emerald Ash Borer Program Begins in Marquette County

by Renee Leow, MCCD Administrator

campus,

The purple triangles you may have ob-
served hanging from trees are placed in
ash trees to detect the Emerald Ash Borer,
an exotic, aggressive beetle native to Asia
and discovered in southeast Michigan in
2002. To date, the pest is responsible for
the death or damage of over 25 million ash
trees in the United States and Canada.

Last summer the Marquette County Con-
servation District participated in a trial
program sponsored by the Michigan De-

Native Wildflower & Grass Sale

partment of Agriculture and
Resource Development to
help researchers try to deter-
mine the extent of the de-
structive emerald ash borers
in the Upper Peninsula.

Currently, trained contractors
hired by the Marquette County Conserva-
tion district are setting over 275 bright
purple triangular traps in Marquette and
Baraga Counties.

Although the beetle has not been found in
Marquette or Baraga counties, there are
currently four known infestations in the
U.P. These include Mackinac County, Alger
County, Delta County and near the Village
of Laurium.

Conservation District Calendar

We could not be happier with the results of our annual spring
native wildflower and grass sale this year. Not only were we
able to offer a nice variety of plants, but the plants were ab-
solutely beauti ful (thanks to th
Horticulture Program!) We were consistently busy both days
of the sale and customers even came
back the second day with a friend or
two! We sincerely thank you for
spreading the word and we hope our
i fall sale will be just as successful!

Conservation News

Join the Marquette County Conservation District throughout the sum-
mer. Get your hands dirty at Trestle Corridor, join us at the county
fair, or stop in for a District Board meeting (6:30 pm, 1st Monday of
the month).

Trestle Corridor Wednesdays (Jun, Jul, Aug), 9-11am

Marquette County Fair August 11th-14th
Visit our website for
updates and details!

Hiawatha Farm Bureau Mtg. July 12th

Fall Tree Sale TBA

AgriPalooza September 30th
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MARQUETTE
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Marquette County
Conservation District

780 Commerce Drive, Suite B
Marquette, MI 49855

Phone: 906 -226 -2461 ext. 102
Fax: 906 -228 -4484
www.marquettecd.org

Your Gateway to Conservation!

Join us on Facebook!

Our mission is to provide for the conservation and restoration of
Marquette County through forestry and wildlife practices, waterst

ment, soil erosion control programs, and education.

We are an equal opportunity employer and program provide

What we can do for you!

The Marquette County Conservation
District (MCCD) is co -located with the
Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) and the Upper Peninsula
Resource Conservation and Develop-
ment Council (UP RC&D). Having
three agencies under one roof allows

us to better serve the community.

Forestry/Wildlife: Our Forest and Wildlife
Management Assistance Program promotes
stewardship of all forest resources on pri-
vate lands and in local communities by
providing information to private landown-
ers, local government agencies, community
groups, schools, and residents. Technical
assistance is available regarding wildlife
habitat, timber production, tree planting,
recreation, and forest health. Presenta-
tions, on-site consultations, basic written
information, and referrals to other service
providers are all provided free of charge.
Management suggestions are based on
sound resource science
Call 226-2461 ext. 102 for more informa-
tion.

Agriculture/Wildlife: The Natural Re-
source Conservation Service (NRCS) pro-
vides site visits, written plans, and assis-
tance with applicable cost-share and man-
agement programs. Conservation plans
can include information and recommenda-
tions on field plantings, stream bank ero-
sion, wildlife habitat improvement, manure
management systems, rotational grazing,
and nutrient management. Contact NRCS
at 226-9460.

Native Plants Program: The Conserva-
tion District encourages the use of native
plants in both landscaping and restoration
projects. The advantage of using native
plants are many. Assistance is provided to
landowners with plant identification, site
appropriate species, site preparation, de-
sign lay-out, planting methods, and main-
tenance. Keep your eyes out for our spring
tree sale of conifers, hardwoods, shrubs,
fruit trees, and native wildflower and grass

a nseedlingsn eThé $reegsala lcatalog is avail-

able after the holidays at our office, on our
website, or call to be placed on our mailing
list.

Soil and Sedimentation Control Pro-

gram: By working cooperatively with con-
tractors, engineering firms, builders, pri-
vate landowners, organizations, and local
government units, we minimize the im-
pacts of soil erosion on our many water-
courses. If you are disturbing earth within
500 feet of a lake/stream or disturbing
over one acre of soil, you are required by
Part 91 of public Act 451 of 1994 to obtain
a soil erosion permit. Applications are
available at your Township office, the
County Building Department, and the Mar-
quette County Conservation District office.
To receive assistance with your application
form, you can stop by our office at 780
Commerce Drive, Suite B in Marquette.
For more information, contact Hampton
Waring, County Inspector— Erosion Control
at 906-226-2461 ext. 130 or 362-2259.

Education/Outreach: Conservation Dis-
trict staff make presentations, organize
tours and workshops, and provide written
information and other resources to schools,
organizations, and the general public. Call
us at 226-2461 ext. 102 for more info.



