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CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Our mission is to provide for the conservation and restoration of resources in Marguette County through
forestry and wildlife practices, watershed management, soil erosion control programs and education.
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Words from our chairman, Randy Gentz

Sarah Chase As we celebrate thet&8nnual Natural Resources Celebration of the Marquette County Conservation District, | would like to shar
Jameson Robarge

servation district has gone and will continue to go through a period of significant change due to complete elimistateoppEr

NMU Interns tions grant. But we have come through it so far, resolute in our intent to continue to make the Marquette County Distsetaation
o truly excellent community resource for natural resource technical assistance and education.
District Partners | am very grateful to all our partners who help make our programs stronger and | appreciate our Board of Dirdeorsupr all t
. port and encouragement. Most of all, | am grateful to our tireless staff and volunteers, who help us with the aetdt a
Holly Wendrick done and for their dedication to our mission which is to provide for the conservation and restoration of resourcee @ol uet
Groundwater Tech. through forestry and wildlife practices, watershed management, soil erosion control programs and education.

MAEAP Please read this annual report to learn more about the activities and programs of your conservation district andé

Jean Gagliardo lack of state funding. The staff is full of energy and new ideas that help build this wonderful county of Marquetiefas
District Conservationist 0 continuing to provide natural resource technical assistance and education to the land resource users of Marquette County.

NRCS I hope you will join us as we celebrate cuABBuUal Meeting & Election of Officers on November 3, 2011 at Marquette Mountair

With my very best regards, Randy Gentz, Chairman

!Ou r gardens c o filteMarquette Comsergatiam Wiétrict said hello and goodbye to invaluable members of ourteam |We

| welcomed Sarah Chase andwelcomed Jameson Robarge as our NMU interns as well as said best wishes to Jean Gagliardo, thp NR(
! District Conservationist who has moved onto the Portage Service Center. Our words cannot express our gratitude foatheiy cre |
I dedication, optimism and all their good works. '
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Natural Resources Conservation Service Update

Marquette and Alger County landowners had an excellent year during 2011 in which 41 landowhare pEgivex O
for conservation measures installed on their lands, totaling $204,741. The landowners voluntarily signethmu

following programs: Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP), Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WH Natural Resources
tion Stewardship Program (CSP). A brief summary of each of these programs is given here. Eonsevationenice

Environmental Quality Incentives Program
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program which supports predtrytiandagnicutionegntal
quality as compatible goals. Through EQIP, farmers, private forest land ownerse@ghizedefatigrican Indian tribggeceive financial pnd
technical assistance to implement structural and land management conservation practices on eligible land.

Eligible producers are individuals engaged in livestock, crop or forest production. Eligible land includespasipiescandngelate -matustrial forestland. Sate
and local priorities are developed annually from input from local workgroups based on county resource asssptanerits addt@sdititbse local needs. ThelNatural
Resources Conservation Service recognizes the value of forest management plans and has placed a high phiantgto& @IRding them

A forest managementplanisagte ci fi ¢ pl an that is devel oped b a ssei@hal expertiselofea skilladrfodestev to fchiéve
longterm forest management goals. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) has funding availaldpriestipptreteepdave in Michigan.

Forest management plans are an extremely valuable tool for land owners and managers: they provide detaijediésfoongimsitainoytotential harmful pepts and
other ecosystem components of the property and surrounding landscape, and related opportunities and linaifatioosaTéiey praviged t o achi pv e

costeffective and strategic way while protecting and enhancing wildlife habitat and other forest resources.
Additionally, by having a forest management plan, you may be eligible for further EQIP financial assistatpa fufrttteedongenaatibn practices detailed in fhe plan.

Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program
The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program designed to provide technical antb faradmiaterssistatieeestablishment and ifpprove-
ment of fish and wildlife hatiahking criteria are used to select the applicants with a conservation plan #hdtamitecoegteotect wildlife habitat by types ¢f wildlif
habitat WHIP activities are carried out according to a site specific wildlife conservation plan developedha poujlucetioAllwitfidlife practices are installed gccordin
to NRCS technical standards. Producers may elect to use an approved technical service provider for technical assistance.

Conservation Stewardship Program
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) encourages agricultural and forestry producers to maintain etvistasgacmhadoptantdaional ones on theiflopera-
tions. CSP is a new voluntary conservation program that provides financial and technical assistance to cankeratgraireahdmetased natural resourcesjpn their
land. CSP provides opportunities to both recognize excellent stewards and deliver valuable new conservation.

For 2011 and 2012, there continues to be opportunities for conservation assistance through the 2008 Farm Billardoweneaireteo has an interest in one or mofe of
these programs please call the NRCS office in Marquett@&7 22éxt. 124. or the Marquette Conservation District &G906JR ext 102

Agri -Palooza 2011

By: Jaime Beranek

On a windy and misty Septemihed BD students and presenters fron) Alg
and Marquette Counties visited the MSU Agricultural Experiment $tatic
third annual A¢talooza fair. Aspen Ridge, Powell Township, Gilbeft Ele
tary, Father Marquette Middle School, Bothwell Middle School, Sugeriol
Mather Elementary, and Seventh Day Adventist schools participdted i
filled day learning about the wise stewardship of our natural resourges.

Resource professionals from the Alger and Marquette Conservajion |
Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.P. Land Conservancy,|[NO/
Extension, DNR, US Fish & Wildlife, U.P. Trappers, The Marquetbg Foc
National Park Service and other organizations presented educatiorjal st
topics such as invasive plants and pests, pollinators, forestry, wa‘wr qu
conservation, sustainable farming, piping plovers, animal pelts, Yoope
farming, geocaching, wetlands, agronomy, weather and wildfires. [5tud
had the opportunity to enjoy a narrated hayride, eat delicious ice cfeam
by Jilbert Dairy and even pressed apples to make apple cider.

We sincerely thank everyone who helped the conservation festival a success!

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATION DISTRICT



